
 

August 24, 2020 

Dear Father Michael Mireau Families, 

At Father Michael Mireau Elementary/Junior High, we recognize the importance of clear directions and 

routine when planning for re-entry to ‘near normal’ schooling. Our students have been away from the 

structure and routines of school for quite some time due to the suspension of in-person classes in 

March. In accordance with Edmonton Catholic School Division’s re-entry plan, we are preparing to move 

towards our school re-entry with the additional restrictions and modifications that are now required due 

to COVID-19.  

Our first days of school will be Wednesday, September 2 and Thursday, September 3, 2020 (this is an 

early dismissal day). Friday, September 4, 2020 is a Professional Development Day for staff, therefore 

there is no school for students.  

On Wednesday, September 2 and Thursday, September 3, our students will have an opportunity to 

come to school in smaller groups and become familiar with the new arrival routines, doors of entry, 

their assigned homeroom, class schedules (junior high), recess and lunch routines, movement within the 

building and dismissal. We also believe that bringing students together in a smaller group for the 

staggered entry will prevent students and families from feeling overwhelmed on the first days of school. 

Please note that if you have selected in-person learning as the method of educational delivery, the 

expectation is that your child attend during their assigned time ONLY for Wednesday, September 2 or 

Thursday, September 3. Regular school times will resume on Tuesday, September 8.  

Schedule: 

Students will be welcomed back on their assigned time and date. Please see below for your child’s time. 

We have chosen to section the students via last name so that families with more than one child in our 

school are able to bring their children on the same staggered entry day.  

Date Time Students with Last Name 

Wednesday, September 2  8:05am-11:25am* Students with last name A-F 

Wednesday, September 2  12:05pm-2:35pm* Students with last name G-O 
Thursday, September 3  8:05am-11:32am Students with last name P-Z 

 

*Transportation at 11:25am and 12:05pm on Wednesday, September 2, will be the responsibility of 

the parent. Busses will not be accommodating staggered entries. 



We will use these staggered entry days to help families become more familiar with the new arrival and 

dismissal protocols. Please adhere to the chart above for your scheduled arrival and pick-up time. 

Parents who are dropping off and picking up their child are asked to only come to the school at their 

scheduled time. 

Doors/Entry Processes 

Supervision of the drop off areas will begin at 7:40am.  

For elementary students, please see the below for a map of your child’s assigned entry and dismissal 

doors. It is imperative that your child enters and exits only from the assigned door throughout the year. 

Students will not be permitted to use alternate doors.  

 

 

For junior high students, once permitted to enter the building via the main doors, students must remain 

masked, check in with a staff member and proceed directly to their assigned classroom following the 

directional arrows and signage throughout the building. 

Parents are welcome to bring their child to the assigned door of the school, and to meet them outside 

the same door at the end of the school day. A reminder that you are not permitted to drop-off or park 

in the staff parking lot or in the bus lane. For students on yellow busses, the driver will ensure the 

student has safely exited the vehicle and then leave the drop off zone immediately. A reminder that all 

students using transportation are required to wear a mask. 



Upon arrival to school, students will be expected to proceed directly to their assigned door of entry. 

Students must maintain physical distance outside the door of entry while they wait to be greeted by a 

staff member. Staff members will meet students at each door. For entry into the building, face masks 

are mandatory for students in grades 4-9 and are highly recommended for students in kindergarten-

grade 3. Once greeted by a staff member, students will remain masked and go directly to their assigned 

homeroom. All students K-9 will be provided two reusable masks. Should a student forget their mask, a 

disposable one will be provided for them.  

A reminder that those who need to enter the school must book an appointment with the school office. 

Individuals without an appointment will not be able to enter the school.  

Cubbies/Lockers 

In elementary, most classes have a cubby area. Being that there is little additional risk of cross 

contamination by the use of these areas, they will be accessible for use where available, for the storage 

of personal belongings. For elementary classes with lockers, lockers will not be available.  

In elementary and junior high, locker use will not be permitted. Students will be spending as much time 

as possible in their homeroom class, with teachers moving more than students, and therefore can 

maintain their personal belongings in their backpacks. Lockers will not be permitted for physical 

education classes, so please come prepared to participate on the days that you have this class.  

Illness while on site and stay at home when sick  

Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, 

or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school. Students who come to school and 

appear to be unwell will be isolated and must be picked up by a guardian or their designate immediately 

as outlined in ECSD’s re-entry plan. 

Parents should be accessing the COVID-19 Self-Assessment Tool for Albertans. All students who have 

symptoms of COVID-19 OR travelled outside Canada in the last 14 days OR were identified as a close 

contact of a confirmed case or outbreak must stay home and self-isolate. Students must stay home until 

they have been assessed by a health care provider to exclude COVID-19 or other infectious diseases and 

their symptoms have resolved.  

Classroom setup 

Classrooms have been revamped to meet the requirements of the provincial mandate. Pending class size 

both teachers and students are encouraged to wear a mask when physical distancing is not possible. 

Extra emphasis must be placed on hand hygiene.  

Students will be expected to bring their own school supplies to and from school on a daily basis as 

storage spaces will not be supplied. Students must bring their own supplies (pens, pencils, paper, etc.) 

and cannot share items with peers. Students will use backpacks to transport items and materials.  

Physical Education 

Physical education classes will be taught outside when possible. Activities that maximizes physical 

distancing and minimizes contact with common surfaces must be prioritized.  



Lunch and Recess 

All students will eat in their classrooms. Students are not permitted to share food or drink items. A 

reminder that there are no microwaves available.  

Recess will be staggered to accommodate physical distancing.  

Additional information 

At this time, as the priority is a safe re-entry into Father Michael Mireau School, all athletics and field 

trips are on hold until further direction from the school division and AHS.  

If you have not already identified the learning choice for your child (i.e., online or in-person), a reminder 

that it is due by Friday, August 28. This can be done by logging into PowerSchool. 

www.powerschool.ecsd.net 

We thank you for your cooperation and patience as we navigate, assess and make any changes 

necessary for staff and student health and safety. We look forward to seeing all of you back at school 

again. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Nicoletta Papanicolas, Principal 

 

http://www.powerschool.ecsd.net/

